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Public awareness  
&   dissemination  

   of results
Protected areas visitors’ are more inclined  

to accept restrictions when they know the 

reasons for the rules! 

The success of conservation and recreation management depends, 
to a large extent, on information and environmental education pro-
grammes, mainly those targeted towards the visitors of the sites, the 
local communities, the responsible authorities and most importantly 
to the children.

All communication and dissemination activities of the Junicoast pro-
ject have been carried out in Crete and in the South Aegean. 

COMMUNICATION MA TERIALS 
The communication materials produced and disseminated by the Junicoast pro-
ject included: leaflets, posters, notice boards, video, project website, t-shirts, ra-
dio spot, children’s fairy tale, teachers’ guide on coastal dunes with Juniperus 
spp., habitat protection and restoration guidelines and a slide show presentation 
(available on YOUTUBE) on coastal dunes with Juniperus spp. 

FOR CHILDREN
Student weeks have been 
organized at the exhibition 
Center and the botanical 
garden of MAICh. Moreo-
ver, various children lo-
cal events such as school, 
summer camps and guided 
on-site visits have been 
organized. 

FOR GROWN UPS
Discussions with lo-
cal communities and 
campers, information 
workshops for environ-
mental educators and 
tourism representatives 
and training workshops 
with stakeholders in-
volved in the protection 
and management of 
coastal dunes with Ju-
niperus spp. have been 
organized. 
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What Junicoast accomplished

More specifically,

®® 239.31 ha of coastal dunes with Juniperus spp. have been demarcated in Crete and 327 wooden sticks 
for habitat demarcation have been installed,

®® 30 rubbish bins have been installed and all Cretan habitats have been cleared of litter,

®® 340 m of wooden boardwalks have been constructed and installed,

®® 113 directional sticks have been installed along 4.5 km of main trails,

®® 200 m of sand trapping fences have been constructed,

®® 16 information signs have been installed,

®® 184 juvenile Juniperus macrocarpa and other keystone species have been planted,

®® 12 naturally established juveniles of Juniperus macrocarpa have been fenced,

®® Thousands of seeds from Juniperus macrocarpa and other 30 keystone species have been collected, 
cleaned and stored at the seed bank of MAICh,

®® 134 individuals of invasive species of Pinus brutia have been removed from all Cretan sites. 

What about After-LIFE?
Species and habitat protection/conservation 

requires active participation and cooperation 

between all relevant stakeholders.

After the end of the project, the Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Cha-
nia, the University of Athens and the Forest Directorates of Chania and Lasithi 
along with the local authorities will continue their efforts to ensure that:

®® Project results and acquired knowledge be accessible to all interested 
researchers or managers,

®® Sustainability of the concrete conservation actions implemented  
in Crete is maintained,

®® All Communication activities and dissemination materials developed  
by the project be accessible to the general public.

To that purpose, the After-LIFE conservation and the After-LIFE communication 
plans have been developed in which, details on conservation, management, 
communication and dissemination activities that are expected to be carried out 
in the near future, have been elaborated.

After approximately 5 years, the Junicoast project accomplished the following:

At the National level

®® Increased knowledge about the geomorphology and 
the ecology of the habitat, 

®® Increased knowledge about the Juniperus species and 
the remaining flora of the habitat,

®® Increased public awareness on coastal dunes with 
Juniperus spp.,

®® Elaboration of habitat protection and restoration 
guidelines,

®® Elaboration of habitat long-term monitoring protocols.

At the Cretan local level

®® Improved conservation status of 
habitat 2250* and minimization of 
threats and negative impacts on all 
Cretan habitats through a series of 
on-site concrete conservation actions. 

Additionally,

®® 20.000 project leaflets, 7.000 project T-shirts and 4.000 copies of the fairy tale have been distributed,

®® Radio spot in English and in Greek has been aired 1.472 times,

®® More than 3.000 school children have been informed and hopefully, motivated,

®® 20.000 Internet users have been informed,

®® 9 workshops and 20 local events have been organized,

®® 30 articles and news releases have been published in local or National newspapers,

®® Junicoast has been presented 6 times on Tv interviews.

Moreover, Junicoast participated in organizing a network with similar current or past LIFE 
projects in Europe resulting in exchange of know-how and scientific methodological ap-
proaches between projects.



Upon leaving, take with you  
  your experiences and memories. 
 Leave behind ONLY your footprints! 
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